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Key Understanding #1: The seven Hebrew feasts and sevens. Leviticus chapter 23 details 
seven (7) Hebrew feasts which take place during the Hebrew calendar year. The Lord’s 
number of seven (7) dominates the cycle of religious observances. Every seventh (7th) day 
was a Sabbath. The seventh (7th) month was a sacred month. Every seventh (7th) year was a 
Sabbatical year. After 7 x 7 years was the year of Jubilee.  
 
The civil year and religious year in Israel. There are two reckonings of the Hebrew year: the 
civil year starts in the fall on the first of Tishri (Tishrei); the religious calendar year starts in the 
spring in the month of Nisan. 
 
Below are the seven (7) Hebrew feasts which take place during the Hebrew calendar year 
and which are detailed in Leviticus chapter 23. 
 
 
Three Spring Feasts 
 

(i)   Feast of the Passover     Leviticus 23:4-5 
(ii)   Feast of Unleavened Bread    Leviticus 23:6-8 
(iii) Feast of Firstfruits     Leviticus 23:9-14 

 
Fifty days later there is a fourth feast, Pentecost: 
 

(iv)  Feast of Pentecost (Shavuot)   Leviticus 23:15-21 
 
Three Fall Feasts  
 

(v)   Feast of Trumpets (Rosh Hashanah)  Leviticus 23:23-25 
(vi)  Feast of the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) Leviticus 23:26-32 
(vii) Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkoth)   Leviticus 23:33-44 

 
Key Understanding #2: The fall feasts. There are three feasts in the fall, in the month of 
Tishri (Tishrei): (i) the Feast of Trumpets (Rosh Hashanah), which begins on the 1st day of 
Tishri; (ii) the Feast of the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), the 10th day of Tishri; and (iii) 
the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkoth), which begins on the 15th day of Tishri. 
 



 
 
The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) 
 

 
Timeline source: http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Holidays/Fall_Holidays/Rosh_Hashannah/rosh_hashannah.html 

 
Leviticus 23:26-28 (KJV) And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
27 Also on THE TENTH DAY OF THIS SEVENTH MONTH THERE SHALL BE A 
DAY OF ATONEMENT: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your 
souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 
28 And ye shall do no work in that same day: for it is A DAY OF ATONEMENT, to make 
an atonement for you before the LORD your God. 
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