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The visit. Franz Ferdinand accepted the invitation of 
Bosnia’s governor, General Oskar Potiorek, to inspect the 
army maneuvers being held outside Sarajevo. The 
Archduke’s role as Inspector General of the Army made the 
visit logical. It had also been four years since a prominent 
Habsburg had made a goodwill visit to Bosnia. The visit 
would also roughly coincide with his 14th wedding 
anniversary. While his wife Sophie, not being of royal 
blood, was not permitted to ride in the same car as her royal 
husband back in Vienna, such taboos did not apply to 
provincial cities like Sarajevo. During the visit, Sophie 
would be able to ride beside her husband – a thoughtful 
anniversary gift. Security during the visit was not tight. 
Franz Ferdinand was a brave man and disliked the presence 
of secret service men. Nor did he like the idea of a cordon of 
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Sarajevo: Archduke Franz Ferdinand would be assassinated on the avenue that followed the River Miljacka
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soldiers between the crowd and himself. For the most part, Franz Ferdinand was welcomed 
warmly by the Bosnians. Sarajevo was not seen as hostile territory. Arrangements were not based 
on the assumption that the streets were lined with assassins, but they were.  
 
June 28, 1914, 10:00 a.m. At around 10:00 a.m., the archducal party left the Philipovic army 
camp, where Franz Ferdinand had performed a brief review of the troops. The motorcade, 
consisting of six automobiles, was headed for City Hall for a reception hosted by Sarajevo’s 
mayor. The chosen route was the wide avenue called Appel Quay, which followed the north 
bank of the River Miljacka. In the second automobile, its top folded down and flying the 
Habsburg pennant, rode Franz Ferdinand, Sophie, and General Potiorek. 
 
Key Understanding: The pale assassin and the pale horse rider Archduke Franz Ferdinand. 
On June 28, 1914, Trifko Grabez and Gavrilo Princip played the prophetic roles as the 
Pale Assassins of the Pale Horse Rider Archduke Franz Ferdinand.  
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Revelation 6:8 (KJV) And I looked, and behold A PALE HORSE: and his name that 
sat on him was DEATH, AND HELL followed with him. And power was given unto 

them over THE FOURTH PART OF THE EARTH, to kill (i) with sword, and (ii) with 
hunger, and (iii) with death, and (iv) with the beasts of the earth. 
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