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The 68-year rule of Franz Joseph. Franz (Francis) Joseph would rule the Austrian Empire for 
68 years. He was born on August 18, 1830. Circumstances brought him to the Habsburg throne 
at the age of 18, on December 2, 1848. Near the end of his reign, Archduke Francis Ferdinand, 
his nephew and heir apparent, was assassinated at Sarajevo by a Serbian student, Gavrilo Princip, 
on June 28, 1914. It was the event that sparked World War I. Franz Joseph consented to what 
was meant to be a punitive attack on Serbia, which brought the Russian Empire into the war on 
the side of Serbia. The end of the war would find the destruction of the Austrian Empire. 
Halfway through World War I, Franz Joseph died, on November 21, 1916. He had reigned for 
exactly 68 years, less 11 days. 
 
Key Understanding: The 68-year rule of Austrian Emperor Franz Joseph. The Lord 
ordained an exact 68-year (less 11 days) reign for Franz Joseph for the purpose of 
confirming the Austrian Empire’s role as a Revelation 6:8 Pale Horse Rider.  
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Revelation 6:8 (KJV) And I looked, and behold A PALE HORSE: and his name that 
sat on him was DEATH, AND HELL followed with him. And power was given unto 

them over THE FOURTH PART OF THE EARTH, to kill (i) with sword, and (ii) with 
hunger, and (iii) with death, and (iv) with the beasts of the earth. 
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